Welcome Back Fall 2017

MERIDIAN PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

17077 Meridian Avenue N, Shoreline, WA  98133

206-393-4252         www.shorelineschools.org/meridianpark/
staff email:  first.last@shorelineschools.org



Dear Cheetahs --

We hope you are having a great summer break.  We are preparing for a fantastic year, and here is some information to get us started.

Welcome back! Grades 1-6 start on Wednesday, September 6 at 9:05 am. Kindergarten starts on September 11 at 9:05 or 12:50; please see the Kindergarten letter.  
Breakfast starts at 8:45 am; otherwise students should arrive at 9:00 am and line up outside the classroom door.  Meet the Teacher is scheduled for August 31 at the Back to School BBQ.  
You are invited to the Back to School BBQ at 5:30 pm on Thursday, August 31.  Kindergarten and Grade 1 families are invited to meet your teacher at your classroom at 5 pm.  Families in grades 2 through 6 please meet your teacher at the BBQ. If you cannot attend the BBQ – see you September 6!  

Class assignments will be posted on the front doors of the school at approximately 5 pm on August 31.  As a friendly reminder to all families, we are careful about making teacher assignments, and because of the size of our school we cannot honor requests to change teachers.  

Class Sizes will be monitored closely and extra support will be provided when classes exceed contract limits.  Our enrollment is strong, and large or combination classes are likely in both programs. We will make every effort to avoid classroom changes after school starts.
Communication is a priority.  The PTA newsletter, Cheetah Chatter, will be sent home monthly.  Kid Mail is Wednesdays. Teachers provide monthly classroom communication through newsletters or website updates.  Most of our communication is through email and websites. If you prefer hard copy, contact Jill in the office.
Curriculum Night is September 14
Kindergarten at 5:15 pm

Grades 1-2-3 at 6:00 pm

PTA at 6:45 pm in the Library

Grades 4-5-6 at 7:05 pm

PTA Wants You!


· We have an awesome PTA!
· PTA site: https://mpptsa.org/
· Back to School BBQ, August 31 at 5:30 pm.
· Parent Coffee Sept 6 & 11 at 9:10 out front
· Curriculum Night, Sept 14
· First PTSA meetings are September 12 and October 3. Everyone invited.
· More information will be shared at PTA meetings, PTA website and newsletters
· MP Spirit Wear – check it out!


http://meridianparkspiritwear.com/
In the area of Behavior, we are committed to helping all children grow socially and emotionally through the reinforcement of Positive Behaviors. Expectations: 
· Be Respectful
· Be a Responsible Learner
· Be Safe
Sometimes we need to work with students on behavior.  Our general rule is for problems to be handled at the lowest level possible. Most behavior or other types of problems are resolved successfully between the child and teacher or family and teacher; occasionally, issues are resolved at the office level. Thanks for your support and watch for more information during the year.
Student learning is our priority.  This year our staff will continue to collaborate on curriculum and instruction in core subjects, specialist areas, art, and other important areas.  We look forward to sharing more information at Curriculum Night and through our websites and newsletters.

Thank you.  Please join me in welcoming our kindergarten families, new families, and new staff!  Meridian Park is an awesome school with an amazing staff, great students, and supportive families.  Working together as a school community, we’re going to have another great year.
David Tadlock, Principal

Lara Drew, Kindergarten Administrator

MP Spirit Wear – check it out!
http://meridianparkspiritwear.com/
PTA BBQ Potluck
August 31, 5:30 – 7:00 pm

Cafeteria
Everyone Invited
Hot Dogs, Buns, and Condiments Provided
Last names A – F side dish
Last names G – P salad or veggies
Last names Q – Z dessert or fruit
PTA Coffee September 6 & 11
Informal coffee & treats

9 am

Outside On the Front Porch Under the Clock
Attendance
Please email or call when your child is absent; call required for excused absence.
Grade K
suzy.cowgill@shorelineschools.org


206-393-4127

Grades 1-6
jill.gwazdauskas@shorelineschools.org

206-393-4252
Bus & Safety
The Bus schedule will be posted on August 28 on the link below.  Each bus will be marked with a color and we ask students to be ready at the stop 5 minutes early. Students should ride the bus the first few mornings so that they will know which bus to ride in the afternoons. Staff, Volunteers, and Safety Patrol will be available to assist students in the mornings and afternoons.
· https://www.shorelineschools.org/Page/1252
· Kindergarten – watch for additional info

· Please talk to your student(s) about before/after school safety involving traffic, strangers, crossing streets, and crosswalks.
· Please send a note each time the child is riding a different bus. 
· Safety Patrol will help in the immediate areas around the school.
· The first few days the bus may be late as everyone learns the routine.  
Breakfast and Lunch
Breakfast $1.75, Lunch $3.25, Milk or Juice $.50

You can pay at school, by phone, or online: 

206-393-4207; touchbase.shorelineschools.org 
There is also a lunch payment box in the lobby. 
Families are encouraged to pay in advance.  Menus are posted on the district website.  The School Messenger system will call families when accounts are low and families are strongly encouraged to check their accounts using Skyward Family Access.
Free/Reduced Lunch 
All families who might need assistance are strongly encouraged to return a form.  New paperwork needs to be submitted each year.
Calendar
A calendar is included with this newsletter and the District will mail a calendar. Please plan ahead, especially for non-student days, school breaks, and state testing.  It’s really helpful when families can schedule trips during school breaks.

Calendar Highlights

· Back to School BBQ – August 31
· Curriculum Night – September 14
· Picture Day - September 26
· Kindergarten no school - Sept 6, 7, 8
· ASB Walk-A-Thon – Oct 12
· Conferences October 9-11; March 6-9
· State Testing approximately May 1 - 31
School Supply lists are posted on our website. Teachers may ask for a few additional supplies during the year.  Supply Donations to your classroom or our school are always welcome. Our general wish list includes, paper, pencils, and other consumable items. 
Handbooks
Our Student Handbook will be posted on our website by mid-September.  We do not print the handbooks, but ask you to refer to the website or save the file for reference.  Please contact Jill in the office if you need a printed copy of the handbook.  The District Rights and Responsibilities Handbook is sent by US Mail.
Recess is an important time for play, exercise, and socializing.  We go outside in all kinds of weather, so it’s helpful when kids come to school with coats/hats.
Family Resources

Family Advocates Annie Gage and Micaela Katz
Counselors Katie McCain and Kim Kauffman
Health Room Info, Tama Leahy, 206-393-4124
tama.leahy@shorelineschools.org

· Proof of Immunization or an approved Certificate of Exemption is required by Sept 6.
· Medication at school requires the district permission form (will be sent out next week).

· Health Screenings for vision & hearing will occur during the year unless families opt-out.

· Nurse Tama is available starting August 28 from 9 am - 3 pm
· Please see next page
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State Immunization Requirements 2017-18
Deadline September 6
Contact Nurse Tama Leahy

206-393-4124

tama.leahy@shorelineschools.org
Washington state law requires that all children up to the age of 21 be fully immunized on or before the first day of school. Shoreline requires that students must have proof of immunization or an approved Certificate of Exemption by the 30th calendar day after the first day of attendance. If no proof/waiver by the 30th day after the first day of attendance at school, the student may not continue to attend school until documents are received. For students who start on Sept 6th, this means Oct 6th is the last day they can attend without being in compliance.
This means the school MUST have on file:
· A Certificate of Immunization form, OR
· A Certificate of Exemption Form** exempting the student from these requirements for medical, philosophical or religious reasons. 
Requirement for Certificate of Exemption
· The Certificate of Exemption form for newly enrolled students and current students who have new immunization requirements must include a physician’s signature for those wishing to exempt for medical or philosophical reasons. A proof of membership in a religious group that does not allow a healthcare practitioner to provide medical treatment to a child is required for those claiming a religious exemption. 
